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repealed, and I will defy all the powers of destruction
that are at work in the world to destroy what I build ' ?
Secondly, we are astonished at the calm confidence with
which the scheme was carried out. The reason why
statesmen can seldom work on this vast scale is that it
commonly requires a whole lifetime to gain that ascend-
ency over their fellow-men which such schemes presup-
pose. Some of the leading organisers of the world have
said, c I will work my way to supreme power, and then I
will execute great plans.' But Christ overleaped the first
stage altogether. He did not work his way to royalty,
but simply said to all men, * I am your king.' He did not
struggle forward to a position in which he could found a
new state, but simply founded it.
Thirdly, we are astonished at the prodigious success of
the scheme. It is not more certain that Christ presented
himself to men as the founder, legislator, and judge of a
divine society than it is certain that men have accepted
him in these characters, that the divine society has been
founded, that it has lasted nearly two thousand years, that
it has extended over a large and the most highly civilised
portion of the earth's surface, and that it continues full of
vigour at the present day.
Between the astonishing design and its astonishing suc-
cess there intervenes an astonishing instrumentality—that
of miracles. It will be thought by some that in asserting
miracles to have been actually wrought by Christ we
go beyond what the evidence, perhaps beyond what any
possible evidence, is able to sustain. Waiving then for the
present the question whether miracles were actually
wrought, we may state a fact which is fully capable of
being established by ordinary evidence, and which is ac-

